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Delivered to the Membership of USICD at their Annual Meeting, July 25, 2013 

 

The membership of USICD has a vision of a 
world where the civil and human rights of persons 
with disabilities are protected and advanced, where 
the capacities and talents of persons with disabilities 
are celebrated and elevated, and where people with 
disabilities come together across borders as a global 
disability community.  
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MESSAGE FROM USICD PRESIDENT MARCA BRISTO 

The year 2012 was an incredible year for the US 
campaign for wider recognition of disability rights 
globally.  And 2013 has continued this 
momentum.  In 2009, the United States had signed 
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities (CRPD), joining what is now 155 
signatories around the world.  The disability 
community had further reason to celebrate when 
the Obama Administration completed a thorough 
review of the CRPD and sent it to the U.S. Senate in 
May 2012.  Things started to move at a rapid 

clip.  The disability community’s voice helped the treaty get a July hearing in the U.S. Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee.  And, for a time, we seemed poised for the possibility of US ratification of the 
CRPD by the 22nd anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities Act on July 26. 

Sadly, the lies and misinformation of the opposition resulted in several Senators changing their vote 
at the last minute and the treaty fell just 5 votes short of the super-majority vote required.  The 
December defeat brought a new wave of media attention to the CRPD—and a new wave of visitors 
to USICD’s website to learn more about the treaty and how they could help.  Hundreds more US 
organizations have signed on to support the CRPD.  We firmly believe that we can get this done in 
2013.  But we still have a lot to do.  The opposition remains fierce in their determination to stop 
us.  Together we, the US disability, veterans, faith, and business communities, must be stronger, 
more united, and more vocal than ever.  We have come so far in this fight because of your 
voices.  Your continued commitment will take the US to the finish line where we can join our 
brothers and sisters around the world and further advance global disability rights.  Our victory is 
right around the corner.  We must not give up.   

In this annual report, you will see that your involvement is making USICD’s continued CRPD 
advocacy work possible.  And your support is also helping us continue important activities in other 
areas as well.  We continue to maintain relationships with partner organizations around the 
world.  In 2011 and 2012, the Global Disability Rights Library (GDRL) team shipped eGranary 
Digital Libraries to more than 60 locations in 13 countries—including one organization in Pakistan 
that purchased two eGranaries with the help of American donors.  These organizations are 
continuing to use the GDRL as a resource in advocating for disability rights and inclusion in their 
countries.  USICD has also now launched a new Youth in Development (YiD) internship program: 
our first seven interns have now completed their internships at various international organizations in 
the Washington, DC area this summer. 

The most important resource USICD has for creating these changes is our membership. USICD 
members infuse us with energy, provide us with ideas, and solidify our determination to succeed. If 
you are already a USICD member—thank you.  If you have not yet joined, we would be honored to 
welcome you into our organization.  Your support will help us continue to build bridges between 
the US and disability communities around the world.    

Submitted by Marca Bristo, July 2013 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT FROM DAVID MORRISSEY  
 
This past year has allowed USICD to build upon our past initiatives while also growing in new and 
exciting directions.   Our newest program is the Youth in Development (YiD) internship program, 
with the goal of inspiring interest in international affairs and development among a new generation 
of young professionals.  The YiD program in 2013 brought its first cohort of seven students with 
disabilities from across the United States to Washington, DC to complete summer internships at 
various international organizations in the DC area.  You can meet these young leaders and learn 
about their host organizations in this report.   
 
Though the US Senate did not successfully ratify the CRPD in December 2012, the national 
movement for ratification is stronger than ever: more than 600 organizations and countless 
individuals have joined the cause.  The demand for CRPD education across the US is higher than 
ever, and USICD’s staff work hard to meet all requests for information, training and support.   

 

In the past year, USICD has continued engagement with some of our most respected colleagues in 
disability rights and international development. Early in 2013, USICD cohosted with InterAction a 
meeting between USAID Administrator Rajiv Shah and the UN Special Rapporteur for Disability, 
Shuaib Chalklen, joined by the USICD membership and our fellow member organizations within 
InterAction.  (Pictured above, Janet Heisey of TrickleUp!, Eric Rosenthal of Disability Rights 
International, David Morrissey, UN Special Rapporter Chalklen, and USAID Administrator Shah; 
facing, Charlotte McClain-Nhlapo, USAID.)   

Visitors to USICD in 2013 included Haiti’s Secretary of State for the Integration of Persons with 
Disabilities, Gerald Oriol, to discuss earthquake recovery and a continued friendship between the 
US and Haiti; Saowalak Thongkuay, the Regional Development Officer for Disabled People’s 
International in the Asian Pacific Region; and Prasanna Pincha, India’s Chief Commissioner for 
Persons with Disabilities, about U.S. efforts to join India as a States Party for the CRPD and 
progress in disability policymaking in India. These relationships, along with USICD representatives 
meeting with disability civil society groups in 2013 from Egypt to Belarus to Turkmenistan, are 
opportunities to advance the building of a united, global disability community.  

I am honored to continue to work closely with individual and organizational members of USICD 
across the United States, with USICD staff, and with international allies around the world.  I look 
forward to strengthening old relationships and forging new ones in the coming year.  Please reach 
out to me or our staff if you are interested in discussing opportunities to collaborate.  I know that 
our individual and collective efforts in disability rights will continue to have a global impact. 

Submitted by David Morrissey, July 2013 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

A community of funding and project partners has made USICD’s 
work possible.  General operating support and program grants for 
USICD’s education activities in support of the Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) have formed a core of 
USICD’s grant funding.  A new Strategic Plan in development 
provides a comprehensive vision for mid- and long-term resource 
development and the priorities for managing this growth strategically.  

An independent audit of USICD’s 2012 financial statements 
conducted in March 2013 by AAL Certified Public Accountants 
found that all financial records were accurate and maintained in 
conformity with standard accounting principles accepted in the 
United States.  A copy of this audit is available upon request.  
Finance Committee: Jeff Rosen, Chair and Treasurer; Aubrey 
Webson, Barbara LeRoy, David Hutt, Anita Aaron 
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MEMBERSHIP 

USICD has seen a steady growth in our 
membership over the past four years, due to 
expansion in both our organizational and 
individual member categories.  Our 
membership has expanded to include 
individuals and organizations spanning 27 
states and the District of Columbia, and 
includes centers for independent living, 
academic departments, protection and 
advocacy organizations, international 
development actors, and a breadth of others 
who are all committed to the fundamental 
rights of persons with disabilities.   

USICD continues to reach out to Federal 
agencies to expand representation in our non-voting Government Membership; in 2011, our 
Government Members included the National Council on Disability, the U.S. Access Board, the 
Department of Labor Office of Disability Employment Programs, the Department of Education 
Office of Special Education and Rehabilitation Services, the Department of Homeland Security 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, and the Department of Transportation.   

Membership Committee: Joan Durocher, Chair; Patricia Morrissey, Eric Rosenthal, Michael 
Winter, Betsy Valnes 

 
MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS 

AAIDD ● Access Living ● Advocating Change Together ● American Association of People with 
Disabilities ● American Association on Health and Disability ● American Samoa University Center 
for Excellence on Developmental Disabilities ● Association of University Centers on Disabilities ● 
Association on Higher Education and Disability ● Bender Consulting Services ● BlazeSports 
America ● CBM ● Center for International Rehabilitation Research Information & Exchange ● 
Center on Disability Studies – University of Hawaii at Manoa ● Centre for Disability Law and Policy 
National University of Ireland  ● Developmental Disabilities Institute – Wayne State University ● 
Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund ● Disability Rights International ● Easter Seals ● 
ED101 ● Employment and Disability Institute- Cornell University ● Handicap International U.S. ● 
Houston Center for Independent Living ● HSC Foundation ● Independence First ● Institute for 
Community Inclusion ● Jobs Accommodations Network ● JBS International ● Mobility 
International USA ● Montana Independent Living Project ● National Association of the Deaf ● 
National Council on Independent Living ● National Multiple Sclerosis Society ● National 
Organization on Disability ● Oregon Health and Science University – University Center for 
Excellence in Developmental Disabilities ● Partners for Youth with Disabilities ● Perkins 
International ● Post-Polio Health International ● Rehabilitation Engineering and Assistive 
Technology Society of North America ● Rehabilitation Institute of Chicago ● TASH ● The Arc of 
the United States ● The Association of Programs for Rural Independent Living ● Vermont Center 
for Independent Living ● VSA - The International Organization on Arts and Disability ● World 
Institute on Disability  

$0

$5,000

$10,000

$15,000

$20,000

$25,000

$30,000

$35,000

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Membership Revenue 



United States International Council on Disabilities  

 

5 

 

CRPD STATUS IN THE UNITED STATES 

This time last year, 165 disability organizations had joined 
USICD and Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund 
(DREDF) in the campaign for US ratification of the disability 
treaty.  Today in 2013, more than 600 disability organizations 
across the country have signed on in support—and that 
number continues to grow.  Our myriad of grassroots voices 
in the movement also includes 22 veterans organizations and 

a growing number of faith organizations and business organizations.   

In June, USICD joined the Assistive Technology Industry Association (ATIA), the American 
Association of Persons with Disabilities (AAPD), and the Global Initiative for Inclusive ICTs 
(G3ict) in presenting a policy briefing in the US Senate on the Impact of the CRPD on Global 
Commerce and the International Accessibility Eco-System.  The briefing was presented in 
conjunction with the 2013 M-Enabling Global Summit, which promotes mobile accessible and 
assistive technology for senior citizens and people with disabilities.  More than 200 people attended 
to listen to speakers such as Tony Coelho, former Congressman and co-author of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, and representatives from leading businesses and ICT accessibility experts.   

In early May USICD hosted a community webinar explaining the CRPD and why hundreds of 
disability and veterans organizations support it. USICD has continued to present on the CRPD to 
new audiences such as the National Down Syndrome Society, the Global Human Development 
program at Georgetown University, the Consortium of Citizens with Disabilities, the Inclusion 
International Global Conference, the Self Advocates Becoming Empowered Conference, the 
Annual Human Rights on the Hill Program, the Mental Health Liaison Group, and the World AIDS 
Conference.  

Visit our new website, www.disabilitytreaty.org, to see what else is new in the 2013 Education and 
Advocacy campaign for the CRPD including new materials, messaging, and ways to participate.   

 

More than 200 participants attended a policy briefing in the US Senate on the Impact of the CRPD on Global 
Commerce and the International Accessibility Eco-System in June 2013. 

 

 

Nearly 50 interns from USICD’s Youth in Development (YiD) internship 
program and the American Association of People with Disabilities’ (AAPD) 
internship program attended USICD’s workshop on the CRPD in late May. 

 
 

http://www.disabilitytreaty.org/
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YOUTH IN DEVELOPMENT (YiD) INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
 

With the start of the New Year in 2013, USICD launched a new 
initiative with the support of the Mitsubishi Electric America 
Foundation (MEAF): the Youth in Development (YiD) internship 
program.  YiD is meant to inspire youth involvement in 
international affairs and development careers.  The program is one 
way USICD has been working to strengthen the mainstreaming of a 
disability perspective in all US foreign affairs issues.  More than 130 
students with disabilities across the United States competed for 

YiD’s first pilot cohort of seven interns: Ki’tay Davidson, Katie Donahue, Christopher Hutchinson, 
Anais Keenon, Bonnie Prestridge, (Shana) Marisa Rafsky, and Emily Robson.  The interns completed 
internships at various international organizations in the DC area in June and July 2013.  Participating 
host organizations in 2013 include: the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), Handicap 
International, the International Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES), Medical Care Development 
International, the National Democratic Institute (NDI), Winrock International, and World Learning.   
 

                                                                                                 
Ki’Tay Davidson, Handicap International                                                              Chris Hutchinson, MCDI 
 

                                       
         Anais Keenon, IFES                    Emily Robson, FEMA                  Katie Donahue, World Learning 

 

                                                                                
     Bonnie Prestridge, NDI                                           Marisa Rafsky, Winrock International  
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GLOBAL DISABILITY RIGHTS LIBRARY (GDRL) 

The GDRL project has shipped more than 60 
eGranary Digital Libraries to organizations in 13 
developing countries.  This specialized hard drive 
provides off-line access to more than 30 million 
individual web pages, articles, Word files, images, 
videos, and other documents including 2.5 million 
documents collected as part of the GDRL project.  

In 2012, GDRL deployment sites continued to make use of their extensive collection of digital 
materials to support their work in disability rights advocacy and promoting disability inclusion in 
national policies and programs.  The Action Network for the Disabled (ANDY) in Kenya has been 
using the GDRL as a resource in locating information on accessibility to health that they have used 
to strengthen their training program in this area.  The National Association of Societies for the Care 
of the Handicapped (NASCOH) in Zimbabwe has used the GDRL to find articles to help them 
write proposals on mainstreaming civic and voter education for people with disabilities and to find 
accessible voting checklists as a guide in advocating for improved accessibility of polling stations in 
Zimbabwe.   

The Executive Director of Young Power in Social Action (YPSA), Vashkar Bhattercharjee, was 
invited to help draft the Information Communication Technology section of Bangladesh’s new 
disability law.  He made heavy use of GDRL resources to help him write the draft including the text 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act, the Handbook for Parliamentarians on the CRPD, and 
others.  The Zambia Deaf Youth and Women (ZDYW) received funding from the Abilis 
Foundation to establish a new business center with 10 computers: ZDYW has reported that they 
received this grant in part so they could enable more people to use the GDRL.  Children at Cultural 
Waves Uganda have used the GDRL to educate themselves about food borne illnesses.  They were 
reportedly excited to be able to bring this knowledge home to their families so they could learn how 
to protect themselves.  Most of their families live in remote locations more than three hours from 
the nearest clinics.  Although the children are learning to read, many of their parents remain 
illiterate. 

 

                                                                                                  

 
  

 

 
 

David Morrissey and Frederick Ouko Alucheli of the 
Kenyan Disabled Action Network, a GDRL partner 

The Pakistan Disabled Foundation posted this image to their 
Facebook page to celebrate their purchase of two eGranary 
Digital Libraries containing all 2.5 million documents collected 
for the Global Disability Rights Library. 
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FORGING INTERNATIONAL FRIENDSHIPS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

In the last few months of 2012, Padam Pariyar joined the USICD team from 
Nepal as a Community Solutions Fellow through the International Research 
and Exchange Board (IREX).  Padam received a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Education and a Master’s Degree in Rural Development from the Tribhuvan 
University of Nepal.  During his time in the US, he developed a thorough 
background paper on Nepal’s disability community, including a review of laws 
and policies in place to protect them. Padam says he plans to apply the 
knowledge he gained from USICD in his work with DPOs in Nepal. Padam 
now works at the Nepal office of the International Foundation for Electoral 
Systems (IFES).   

 

 

USICD was delighted to host Mwesigwa Martin Babu, Uganda's 
candidate to sit on the CRPD Committee, and Programme 
Manager for HIV & AIDS at the National Union of Disabled 
Persons of Uganda (NUDIPU, a GDRL recipient). Martin 
shared the mission of NUDIPU which, like USICD, is an 
umbrella organization that is made up of DPO's from around 
the country. NUDIPU works not only as an advocate for 
progress in the laws of Uganda towards PWD's, but also 
provides resources and support for various DPO's and programs 
throughout the country. He spoke of their emphasis on a rights-

based approach to disability rights, as well a more recent emphasis on women, youth and children 

with disabilities as a particularly vulnerable section of the population. 

 

USICD staff with disability rights 
delegation visiting from Turkmenistan 

USICD Executive Director David Morrissey 
accompanied Saowalak Thongkuay on a visit 

to a Congressional office 
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USICD continues to work with and share information with our partners in 
the disability community around the world. In March, David Morrissey and 
USICD staff met with Gerald Oriol, Haiti's Secretary of State for the 
Integration of Persons with Disabilities, to discuss the CRPD, disaster relief, 
and how the U.S and Haiti can continue to partner on issues of disability 
inclusion. 

 

USICD President Marca Bristo and Executive Director David 
Morrissey welcomed Professor Gerard Quinn of the University of 
Galway, Ireland on October 25th for a special member event, 
"Toward a New US-EU Dialogue on Disability: The CRPD as a 
Transatlantic Bridge." Professor Quinn is a renowned international 
expert on the disabilities and was joined by legal scholars and 
advocates Janet Lord and USICD Board Member Eric Rosenthal 
to discuss the future for this Trans-Atlantic conduit. Special thanks 
to Open Society Foundations for hosting the event.  
 

 
 

On October 10th, David Morrissey welcomed Mr. Prasanna Pincha 
of India to the USICD offices. Mr. Pincha is the Chief 
Commissioner for Persons with Disabilities under the Ministry of 
Social Justice and Empowerment for the Government of India. 
The two discussed India's emerging new disability rights law and 
India's work on integrating the CRPD into its national legislation 
and policies.  
 
 
 

 

Disability Rights Program Manager Esmé Grant joined a group of 
disability rights leaders from Belarus, visiting the United States under 
the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs and hosted by the Meridian International Center. Esmé led a 
presentation for the Belarusian visitors on how the CRPD's 
framework is contributing to development of accessible 
environments in post-Soviet states.  
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NEWS FROM USICD PARTNERS ABROAD  

 

Blind Education and Rehabilitation Development Organization 
(BERDO), a GDRL deployment site in Bangladesh, also has a 
collection of print books, Braille books, and talking books for 
blind users.  About 15 to 20 blind students use BERDO’s library 
each day.  BERDO also has offered a scholarship to enable blind 
students to pursue computer training.  During the past year, 
BERDO’s job creation project has created about 80 jobs among 
people with disabilities. Also in the past year, BERDO has trained 
10 teachers at 8 community schools in how to be more disability 
inclusive in their classrooms. 
 

 

Zambia Deaf Youth and Women (ZDYW), a GDRL 
deployment site in Zambia, has provided CRPD awareness 
training to deaf youth and deaf women in the Copperbelt 
district of Zambia.  ZDYW has petitioned the Zambian 
president to ratify the CRPD. As part of its efforts to educate 
the public about Zambian Sign Language, ZDYW has started 
to develop a DVD to help deaf students and members of the 
general public learn the language. During their first year with 
the GDRL, despite having only one computer available, 
ZDYW was one of the more active deployment sites in the 
GDRL program.  With their recent purchase of 15 
computers, with support from the Abilis Foundation and 
UNICEF, ZDYW is now able to enable more users than ever 
to access the GDRL.  

 

 
The GDRL project sent two eGranary Digital Libraries to the 
Commission for Human Rights and Good Governance in Tanzania 
(CHRAGG). This has enabled users at both locations to use the 
GDRL. Msafiri Msedi at the Mwanza office shared news with USICD 
about the local disability community. He tells us, “Since I started to use 
the GDRL, I was inspired to mobilize my colleagues to establish a 
Non-Governmental Organization (NGO), which advocates for the 
rights of people with disabilities.” Founded earlier in 2013, the new  
organization is called Tusaidiane Disabilities Resources and Charity  
Organization of Tanzania (TDRCT).  The Swahili word, Tusaidiane,  
means “let’s help each other”.  Msafiri says that one of the biggest  
challenges for the disability community in Tanzania is in translating  
policy to action: “What is written in policy does not correspond with  
the ‘on the ground’ reality.”   

A group of teachers seated around a 
conference table listen attentively. 

(BERDO, Bangladesh) 

ZDYW’s new computer center allows 
more users to access the electronic Global 
Disability Rights Library and also enables 
ZDYW to provide more ICT training to 
deaf people. 

Msafiri Msedi uses an eGranary Digital 
Library to access the Global Disability 
Rights Library (GDRL).  The eGranary 
allows him to access GDRL materials 
without needing to log in to the Internet. 
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Officers 

Marca Bristo  
President 

Lex Frieden 
Vice President 

John Lancaster 
Past President 

Barbara LeRoy 
Secretary 

Jeff Rosen 
Treasurer 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Directors 

Anita Aaron 

Ann Cody 

Tony Coelho 

David Hutt 

Patricia Morrissey 

David W. Oaks 

Stephanie Ortoleva 

Eric Rosenthal 

Randy Rutta 

Diana Samarasan 

Betsy Valnes 

Audrey Webson 

Glen White 

 

 

Government Representatives 

David Baquis 
U.S. Access Board   

Meredith DeDona 
U.S. Department of Labor, Office of 
Disability Employment Policy  

Joan Durocher 
National Council on Disability   

Marcie Roth 

U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security 

Sue Swenson 

U.S. Department of Education 

Michael Winter 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

 
USICD STAFF 

 
David Morrissey 
Executive Director 

 
Esmé Grant 

Disability Rights Program Manager 
 

Andrea Shettle 
Global Disability Rights Library Program Manager 

 
Eileen Magan 

Disability Rights Program Coordinator  
 

Suzanne Richard 
Outreach Coordinator 

 
 

Contact Us! 
USICD • 1012 14th Street NW, Suite 105 • Washington, DC • 20005  

Email: info@usicd.org • Telephone: 202-347-0102 • Fax: 202-347-0351  
www.usicd.org • facebook.com/usicd • twitter.com/usicd 
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BOARD MEMBER BIOGRAPHIES 

 

Marca Bristo – President 
Marca Bristo is President of Access Living of Metropolitan Chicago, a leading disability rights 
organization.  She has received numerous awards, including the Americans with Disabilities Act 
Award in recognition of her contribution to creating and passing the law. 

Lex Frieden – Vice President 
Lex Frieden is a professor at the Texas Institute for Rehabilitation and Research.  He has been a 
leader in the independent living movement since the 1970s and has received two Presidential 
Citations for his work in the disability field. 

John Lancaster – Past President 
John Lancaster is a former Executive Director of the National Council on Independent Living.  He 
has played a significant role in developing disability laws and policies in the United States and has 
provided technical assistance to disability programs in Vietnam. 

Barbara LeRoy – Secretary 
Barbara LeRoy is a professor at the Developmental Disabilities Institute at Wayne State University 
in Detroit.  She is a disability consultant to the Ministries of Education in New Zealand, Malaysia, 
and Hong Kong. 

Jeff Rosen – Treasurer 
Jeff Rosen is General Counsel for ZVRS.  For seven years, he was the General Counsel and 
Director of Policy for the National Council on Disability and now serves as their Chairman. 

Anita Aaron 
Anita Aaron is Director of Policy and Outreach for Blaze Sports.  She brings more than a decade of 
experience working with the non-profit sector on disability issues, including serving as venue 
director and sports planning manager for the Atlanta Paralympic Organizing Committee, the 
organization responsible for staging the 1996 Atlanta Paralympic Games.  

Ann Cody 
Ann Cody is Director of Policy and Outreach for Blaze Sports.  She brings more than a decade of 
experience working with the non-profit sector on disability issues, including serving as venue 
director and sports planning manager for the Atlanta Paralympic Organizing Committee, the 
organization responsible for staging the 1996 Atlanta Paralympic Games.  

Tony Coelho 
Tony Coelho is Chair of Life without Limits.  A former congressman, Coelho authored the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 

David Hutt 
David Hutt is senior staff attorney at the National Disability Rights Network, which promotes 
equality of opportunity for people with disabilities.  He has provided training in employment law 
and rehabilitation issues and works on issues related to the Convention on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities. 

 

 



United States International Council on Disabilities  

 

13 

 

Pat Morrissey 
Patricia Morrissey was a member of the U.S. Delegation to a United Nations Committee that drafted 
the CRPD. She was Commissioner of the Administration on Developmental Disabilities (ADD) 
from August 2001 till January 2009.  

David W. Oaks 
David Oaks is the Executive Director of MindFreedom International.  For the past quarter century, 
he has advocated for improvements in the mental health system, including better human rights 
protections for psychiatric survivors.   

Stephanie Ortoleva 
Stephanie Ortoleva is Senior Human Rights Legal Advisor at BlueLaw, International, LLP, where 
she focuses on disability rights and human rights programming in developing countries.  She is an 
Associate of the American University Center for Global Peace. 

Eric Rosenthal – Vice President 
Eric Rosenthal is the founder and Executive Director of Disability Rights International, which has 
exposed—and ended—human rights atrocities inside institutions for people with mental disabilities 
internationally.  The American Association of People with Disabilities credits his role with DRI as 
one influencing factor that led to the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 
Disabilities. 

Randy Rutta 
Randy Rutta is Executive Vice President of Public Affairs at Easter Seals, Inc.  He has been a key 
leader in advocating for making transportation systems more accessible to people with disabilities. 

Diana Samarasan 
Diana Samarasan is the director of the Disability Rights Fund, which gives grants to disabled 
people’s organizations in developing countries that are advocating for improved implementation of 
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.  She has been active for 12 years in the 
fields of disability, international health, and human rights. 

Betsy Valnes 
Betsy Valnes is the Executive Director of the National Youth Leadership Network.  She has been a 
contributing member of the disability community since 1991, serving as a self-advocate, an activist, a 
support person, a community development professional, and a policy making contributor. Her 
Master’s studies focused on international human rights laws/initiatives for marginalized 
communities and the roles of individual people in such progressive movements. 

Audrey Webson 
Audrey Webson is the director of Perkins International. He has served in various capacities with 
several international organizations including: Sightsavers International UK, Helen Keller 
International NY, and the World Blind Union. He has written policy papers on inclusive education 
for the World Bank and has led social analysis initiatives for the Danish government. 

Glen White 
Glen White is Director of the Research and Training Center on Independent Living at the 
University of Kansas and has worked in the field of rehabilitation and independent living for more 
than 30 years.  Most recently, has conducted research and training in supportive entrepreneurship in 
Peru. 
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Government Representatives (Non-voting) 

David Baquis 
David Baquis is an Accessibility Specialist in the Access Board's Office of Technical and 
Information Services.  David comes to the Access Board from SHHH (Self Help for Hard of 
Hearing People) where he served as Director of the National Center on Assistive Technology.  

Meredith DeDona 
Meredith DeDona is a Program Specialist in the Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP) at 
the Department of Labor.

Joan Durocher 
Joan Durocher is General Counsel and Director of Policy to the National Council on Disability. She 
has served NCD for over nine years, including as Senior Attorney Advisor for the last several years.  

Marcie Roth  
Marcie Roth is the Director of the Office of Disability Integration and Coordination at the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security - Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) leading the 
national transformation towards integrating the access and functional needs of children and adults 
with disabilities in all aspects of whole community emergency and disaster preparedness, response, 
recovery and mitigation. She is known for her 30 years of leadership in developing and managing 
effective coalitions to advance disability inclusive policy initiatives. 

Sue Swenson 
Sue Swenson is deputy assistant secretary for the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative 
Services in the US Department of Education. She is the mother of three adult sons, one of whom 
has disabilities. 

Michael Winter 
Michael Winter serves as a Senior Program Analyst in the International Research Office of the 
Federal Transit Administration (FTA). His area of expertise is international transportation 
accessibility issues and their role in facilitating independent living. He served as Director of FTA’s 
Office of Civil Rights from November 5, 2001 to January 9, 2008.  

 

In Memory of Michael Winter 

Many of you had the pleasure of working with Michael 
over the many years he led disability rights efforts here 
and around the world. He was a pioneer on a variety of 
fronts, including the independent living movement, the 
founding of the National Council on Independent 
Living, and the spread of accessible transportation 
systems around the world. Michael was very special to all 
USICD staff for his kindness, creativity and leadership. 

In an interview with Independence Today done in 2007, Winter – a fixture in disability advocacy since 
the 1960’s – described himself as “a father, son, civil rights activist, former president of the National 
Council on Independent Living (NCIL), director of an agency in the federal bureaucracy.... and a 
Chicago Bears fan.” 

Michael was dedicated to the passage of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
and understood its importance to the global disability rights movement. With Michael’s passing, we 
have more resolve than ever to get this done. In Michael’s memory, we lead on.  

http://www.google.com/imgres?um=1&rlz=1T4ADFA_enUS423US424&hl=en&biw=1249&bih=560&tbm=isch&tbnid=LWI9UPvo8pMYSM:&imgrefurl=http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs011/1102973772183/archive/1108999350297.html&docid=rX0iv3e34IQZ8M&imgurl=http://ih.constantcontact.com/fs011/1102973772183/img/87.jpg?a=1108999350297&w=437&h=336&ei=_17sUbq_NK-24APqnICYCQ&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:17,s:0,i:130&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=187&tbnw=226&start=11&ndsp=16&tx=104&ty=130


 

 

 
 
 


